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extend to those who are further removed.1 Confucius
teaches filial piety, family affection, loyalty to the State and
love of neighbour. Society is well ordered when all its
members perform their specific duties. When each does
his duty we get the great commonwealth: 'When the
Great Doctrine prevails all under heaven will work for the
common good. The virtuous will be elected to office, and
the able be given responsibility. Faithfulness will be in
constant practice and harmony will rule. Consequently
mankind will not only love their own parents and give care
to their own children. All the aged will be provided for*
and all the young employed in work. Infants will be
fathered; widows and widowers, the fatherless and the
unmarried, the disabled and the sick will all be cared for.
The men will have their rights and the women their home.
No goods will go to waste, nor need they be stored for
private possession. No energy should be retained in one's
own body, nor used for personal gain. Self-interest ceases,
and thieving and disorders are not known. Therefore the
gates of the houses are never closed. This state is called
the Great Commonwealth.*2 Here we have a picture of
a socialist world-commonwealth, a supernational organiza-
tion with the whole world for its scope, government by
popular election and administration founded on fellow-
feeling. There are no hereditary considerations and no
exploitation of natural wealth for private ownership.

What the duties of the different members of the society
are Confucius does not invent. He says that he is only
a transmitter, not an innovator; * a believer in and lover of
antiquity*.3 He codified the ancient social and political
ideals, which include not only rules about personal cleanli-
ness and social daties, but also religious ritual, sacramental
observances and duties to the departed. The religion of

1.    The Great Learning quotes the Odes: 'Begin with the wife and then
the brothers and then the country*

2.    Li Yon quoted in Chinese Political Thought by Liang Chi-chao, E.T,
<1930), p. 44

3.